











IN THIS ISSUE 


FOR MORE PRESBYTERIAN 
COOPERATION 
By Dunbar H. Ogden 


VIRGINIA NEWS LETTER 


EDITORIALS— 
A Great Assembly 
We Cooperate 


On Presbyterian Reunion 


LETTERS— 
Spirit of the Assembly 
The Vacation Fund 


CONCLUDING REPORT ON THE > 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


THE USA ASSEMBLY 





DONALD G. MILLER 


Sermon on page five 


**I Believe in Jesus Christ” 





























Letters to the Editor 





Chairman Tells About Committee’s Work 





Says God Was Leading 


To the Editors: 

I have been a commissioner eight times 
and a visitor many times to the General 
Assembly of our church and each time I 
have been impressed with some particular 
phase of the work of our church. I feel 
that the meeting of our Assembly which 
was recently held in Atlanta was one of 
the very best that I have ever attended. 
There was a fine spirit of seriousness 
and sincerity among the commissioners, 
both the younger men and those who had 
longer experience. There was a fellow- 
ship that was contagious and contributed 
largely to make our Assembly meeting 
one of the greatest. 

It was my duty and privilege to serve 
as chairman of the Committee on Inter- 
Church Relations, This naturally had be- 
fore it the two great controversial sub- 
jects which all commissioners knew would 
be brought to this meeting of the As- 
sembly—Presbyterian reunion and our 
membership in the Federal Council. Our 
committee met at various times, in all 
for about fifteen hours, and we labored 
seriously over the situation in hand. Our 
work was so important that we felt is 
necessary to pray often for God’s guid- 
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ance. There were divergent views and 
different opinions were offered frequently. 
We found it necessary to bring in a ma- 
jority and minority report. However, at 
the close of our work, even with the two 
reports, there was a beautiful spirit of 
Christian love and fellowship manifested 
by every member of the committee. 

When our report was brought upon the 
floor of the General Assembly it was pre- 
sented after prayer and I have never felt 
in any meeting of the Assembly a greater 
evidence of the presence of God’s Holy 
Spirit than was there. Soon after the two 
reports were offered at a brief recess time 
of the Assembly a small group seemed to 
be definitely led by the Spirit to present a 
substitute to the General Assembly that 
was adopted unanimously. This was fol- 
lowed, by the singing of the long meter 
Doxology and there seemed to be a unani- 
mous joy from the hearts of the commis- 
sioners. 

I felt this so keenly that I have been 
led to express it in this way. I believe 
God is leading our great church in the 
work which we are attempting to do. I 
believe all of this was a victory for the 
cause of Christ as we are attempting to 
carry forward the Program of Progress 
and I pray that his Spirit may continue 
to brood in our churches as I believe he 
was brooding over this meeting of our 
General Assembly. 

F. C. BROWN. 
Dallas, Texas. 
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begins September 7, 1948. 
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For a Vacation Fund 


To the Editors: 


For the past 35 years many kind and 
thoughtful friends have contributed to 
the Vacation Fund for Ministers of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States. 

In 1913 two ruling elders and a minister 
launched @ movement to help provide 
some needed rest for the faithful labor- 
ers who. were serving our Church in the 
ministry. Their efforts continued and 
others joined in the work. All have recog- 
nized the value and the joy of what has 
been done. Many who were not able to 
enjoy a vacation have received financial 
help which has enabled them to secure 
needed rest, recreation, fellowship and 
spiritual refreshment. 

At this time the four executive commit- 
tees of the General Assembly direct this 
Vacation Fund. They also own the build- 
ing which is called Geneva Hall at Mon- 
treat, N. C. Suitable arrangements are 
made also for entertainment of guests 
at Westminster Encampment, Kerrville, 
Texas, and Massanetta Springs, Harrison- 
burg, Va. ; 

The board of managers of the Vacation 
Fund and Geneva Hall elected by the 
executive committees of the Assembly 
are: C. Darby Fulton, Homer McMillan, 
Edward D. Grant and Henry H. Sweets. 
The housekeeper and hostess of Geneva 
Hall is Mrs. Cecile Woods Coit and the 
treasurer is Mrs. Ira D. Holt, Montreat, 
N. C. 

Careful investigation is made of the 
need throughout the church and the vaca- 
tion fund is used to help those who other- 
wise could not receive the benefits of a 
change of climate, fellowship and recrea- 
tion. 

Do you want some part in this refresh- 
ing work? We hope you will ente> this 
fellowship of ministering to these erv- 
ants of Christ who have served so well. 
Your early gift will enable the fund to 
know how many invitations can be ex- 
tended for this summer. 

Please send your remittance to Mrs. Ira 
D. Holt, Treasurer, Box 358, Montreat, N. 
Cc. 

HENRY H. SWEETS, Chairman Board 
of Managers, Vacation Fund of Pres- 

» byterian Church, US. 

410 Urban Building, 
Louisville 2, Ky. 


Larger Offering 


To the Editors: 


I notice in your May 31 issue on page 5 
under the Religious Education Report 
that you credit Second Church, Richmond, 
with the largest Rally Day offering, of 
$632. However, the report to the Assem- 
bly shows that First Church, Columbus, 
Georgia, gave $932.15, which, though it 
still may not be the largest in the Assem- 
bly is a mighty good offering. I am sure 
you will agree! 


Marietta, Ga, JACK B. McMICHAEL. 


®@ EDITORS’ NOTE—Onr note did not take 
into account odd cents. The Richmond 
church gave not $932, but $932.34. Its per 
capita contribution was $2,441; in Colum- 


bus the per capita was $1.799. Both are 
gZood. 
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USA Assembly Expresses Concern 


Over Church-State Issue in N. M. 


Individuals and Council to Take Necessary Action in School Cases; 


Department to Make Special Study of Entire Problem During Year 


Presbyterians, USA, in their 160th General Assembly in Seattle, Wash., 
expressed ‘‘grave concern” over alleged infringements of separation of church 


and state in the public schools of New Mexico. 


Individuals were urged to act 


as responsible Christian citizens in this matter and the General Council of the 
church was instructed to cooperate with other Protestant groups in the same 


regard. A careful study of what consti- 
tutes separation of church and state is 
to be undertaken by the denomination’s 
department of social education and ac- 
tion, at the request of the Assembly. 


The Assembly adopted a_ record- 
breaking benevolence budget of $18,- 
960,086 for 1949. One item in the bud- 
get, $362,000, is designated for ‘‘a new 
program of service in Europe.” It was 
reporied that 93% of the $27,000,000 
Restoration Fund had been raised in 
the last three years. Of the 8,523 
churches in the Assembly all but 397 
have contributed to the fund—the larg- 
est number ever to respond to any sin- 
gle appeal in the history of the church. 
Quotas have been met or exceeded by 
5,142 churches. 


More Ministers Needed 


Robert Worth Frank, president-elect 
of McCormick Seminary, stressed the 
urgent need to double the present num- 
ber of students in theological seminar- 
ies and keep it doubled for the next ten 
years, 


The National Council of Presbyte- 
rian Men, organized last February, was 
given official status by the Assembly. 
Charles J. Turck, president of Macal- 
ester College, is president. 


News of the US Assembly’s action on 
reunion was termed ‘‘a great disap- 
pointment” by Wm. Barrow Pugh, the 
Stated clerk. Dr. Pugh had already 
asked the Assembly to defer action on 
the plan until later. “Time is, after 
all, on the side of those who want this 
union between the church,” he said. 
“Let us follow what our southern breth- 
Tren want us to do.” The Assembly gave 
unanimous approval. 


The new moderator, President Jesse 
H. Baird of San Francisco Theological 
Seminary, in his sermon on Assembly 
Sunday appealed for a “different kind 





of Christianity’ to meet the needs of 
the postwar world. 


Six Billion Yearly 


Harry R. Luce, editor of Time, Life 
and Fortune, and a Presbyterian elder, 
addressed an interracial fellowship 
meeting, estimating that discrimination 
against Negroes costs the American peo- 
ple $6,000,000,000 yearly. He said, “If 
overnight we could end all Negro dis- 
crimination, that in itself would pay for 
the whole of the European Recovery 
Program.” 

Dr. Pugh was re-elected stated clerk 
of the Assembly for a five-year term. 
He has served in this position since 
1938. 


The Assembly approved a proposal 
of former Moderator William Lampe of 
St. Louis, speaking for the General 
Council, who said that “it should be 
understood when any minister retires or 
resigns or becomes pastor-emeritus, he 
should cease to perform such functions 
as funerals, weddings and baptisms un- 
less invited by the pastor of the 
church.” 


The Assembly, noting a 66% in- 
crease in living costs since 1940, di- 
rected the moderator and stated clerk 
of every presbytery to present to the 
session of every church the matter of 
pastor’s salaries and sharply increased 
costs of living, with a request that sal- 
aries be reviewed. Every session is then 
to report to the presbytery its action. 
Further, every presbytery is to appoint 
a committee of laymen to study these 
reports. 

Robert B. Whyte reported for the 
committee studying the structure of the 
church, expressing the feeling that the 
church needs a special board of plan- 
ning and strategy to guide it over a 
long-range period. The committee will 
continue its far-reaching study. 


Report on Relations 
Of Protestants and 
Catholics Approved 


Will Be Printed for Study 
And Wide Distribution 


(Continued from last week) 
Tuesday Evening 


In presenting to the General Assem- 
bly the standing committee’s report on 
Christian Relations, Frank P. Ander- 
son, Charleston, §. C., asked approval 
of the report of the permanent commit- 
tee which cealt with Protestant-Roman 
Catholic relations (OUTLOOK, May 17) 
which was unanimously given. The 
study is to be printed and distributed 
widely. In reply to a request for a pas- 
toral letter on the dangers of mixed 
marriages, the Assembly called atten- 
tion to its letter of 1946 and also the 
Federal Council pamphlet, “If I Marry 
a Roman Catholic.” Considerable dis- 
cussion came in connection with the 
recommendation that the Assembly ex- 
press its ‘“‘sympathy with the spirit and 
motive’”’ of a request to endorse a gen- 
eral amnesty for all violators of the 
Selective Service Act, but indicating in- 
sufficient knowledge to act wisely on 
that subject. The committee asked that 
the permanent committee study the 
matter and report to the next Assem- 
bly. 


Wartime Enemies Released 


David M. Currie, Austin, Texas, 
pointed out that the government has 
released its enemies from further im- 
prisonment and had arranged for the 
care of displaced persons. Said he, 
“We should be concerned about those 
who for deep Christian convictions are 
being confined by our government.” 
Paul L. Stoops, El Paso, Texas, rose to 
say that this was a matter which is 
strictly civil and not religious at all in 
its implications. S. H. Salmon, Pu- 
laski, Tenn., former chaplain, insisted 
that many of those for whom amnesty 
is sought are not penitent; that individ- 
ual cases should be cared for but that 
there should be no general amnesty. 

When efforts were made to defeat the 
recommendation, or to table it, William 
M. Elliott, Dallas, supported the com- 
mittee’s recommendation, saying that it 
was a compromise and the best possible 
procedure, as did Leslie Bullock, Hous- 
ton. After a good period of discussion 
and the defeat of substitute motions, 








+ 


the committee’s recommendation pre- 
vailed. 

Next morning, with the continuation 
of this report, Dr. Anderson’s commit- 
tee recommended that the Assembly 
support the principle of caring for an 
adequate number of displaced persons 
and that it direct its permanent commit- 
tee “‘to take such steps as it deems wise 
and proper to urge the Congress of 
the U. S. to enact at an early date legis- 
lation authorizing the judicious admis- 
sion of a fair share of displaced persons. 

.” Again, Mr. Stoops, of El Paso, 
opposed this resolution on the ground 
that an ecclesiastical court has no busi- 
ness dealing in such matters. J. F. 
Merrin, of Rockmart, Ga., declared that 
there is no reason why our church 
should not help our government to be 
civil. An effort was made to defeat the 
motion by tabling, but this lost 71-55; 
a motion was made to delete the in- 
struction to the committee and leave 
the Assembly simply in favor of admit- 
ting displaced persons. This lost by 65- 
59, then the resolution as submitted by 
the committee was approved by a large 
vote which was not counted. Later on, 
S. H. Hay, Morristown, Tenn., rose to 
ask “if the General Assembly under- 
stands, does it, that in adopting this 
resolution, it is departing from its his- 
toric position?” Then Tom Glasgow 
urged reconsideration in order that the 
wording might be changed to ‘“‘respect- 
fully petition.” When this was seen 
to be acceptable to the committee, Dr. 
Anderson, Dr. Elliott and Mr. Glasgow 
were commissioned to make the lan- 
guage conform. 


Allied Youth 


The Assembly was somewhat puzzled 
when, in asking full support of Allied 
Youth in its work in high schools, L. 
Nelson Bell spoke to oppose this, offer- 
ing an amendment to delete instruc- 
tions to assist in organizing efforts. Dr. 
Elliott said, ‘“‘As much as I believe in 
Alcoholics Anonymous, I believe that an 
ounce of Allied Youth is worth a pound 
of Alcoholics Anonymous. . .” With 
further discussion, Dr. Bell rose to ex- 
plain that he had misunderstood the or- 
ganization involved and withdrew his 
proposed amendment. The vote was 
unanimous. 

J. E. Flow, Concord, N. C., took ex- 
ception to the concluding paragraph of 
the report of the permanent committee 
on Christian Relations which points out 
the relative ineffectiveness of Protes- 
tants because of their divisions (OUT- 
LOOK, May 17). Since when, he asked, 
has Christ commissioned his church to 
be politically powerful? Ernest Trice 
Thompson, a member of the permanent 
committee, explained that the commit- 
tee did not have in mind the church 
as an organization but was concerned 
with the relative ineffectiveness of in- 
dividual Christians as they work as citi- 
zens. 

The report of the Historieal Founda- 
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tion, presented by Henry M. Brimm, 
Richmond, Va., urged continued sup- 
port of this agency of the church and 
called attention to the need for more 
funds to be used in the proposed build- 
ing at Montreat. 


Minister and His Work 

A. L. Currie, Richmond, Va., reported 
for the committee on the Minister and 
His Work. Although it recommended 
approval of the definition of a ‘‘tempo- 
rary supply,” Dr. E. T. Thompson, 
chairman of the permanent committee, 
urged that the matter be re-committed 
together with instructions to clarify the 
necessary paragraphs in the Book of 
Church Order touching this point. This 
was done. Much discussion of this re- 
port centered in the proposed question- 
naire designed to be used in presby- 
terial visitation of churches (OUT- 
LOOK, April 26). The committee and 
the Assembly approved this for optional 
use by the churches as a standard of 
excellence. As recommended by the 
permanent committee, the Assembly ap- 
pointed an ad interim committee to 
study the advisability of amending the 
plan of the Ministers’ Annuity Fund so 
that retired ministers receiving bene- 
fits from the Fund may receive remune- 
ration for serving churches as tempo- 
rary supplies, not in excess of the 
amount of their annuities, without suf- 
fering the loss of their annuity benefits. 
Before this was adopted, much discus- 
sion ensued. Dr. Boggs pointed out that 
the MAF is not an automatic pension 
system but a pension-upon-retirement 
plan. Agitation, he said, is being car- 
ried on in the church to create the im- 
pression that the administration of the 
Fund is arbitrary or obstinate. It is 
not. It is simply abiding by the provi- 
sions which the General Assembly has 
established. 

Questions were asked as to how this 
proposed change would add to an in- 
creased expense. Dr. Boggs replied that 
it would change the entire system from 
a pension upon retirement to a salary 
basis. If the minister is able to work, 
it is the business of the presbytery to 
find him work to do. The Assembly 
voted to appoint the ad interim com- 
mittee to make the study. 

W. H. McCorkle, St. Louis, reported 
for the Assembly’s Training School, ap- 
proving the work and calling for sup- 
port of the $500,000 fund being sought 
for endowment and building. 


“Women of the Church” 


Woman’s Work was presented by 
John S. Land, New Orleans, La. Dr. 
Land called attention to the work by 
the more than 2,700 Auxiliaries made 
up of 240,000 women of the church. 
He spoke of the encouragement the As- 
sembly had felt in knowing that many 
thousands of women all over the church 
were united in prayer for the Assembly 
during its deliberations. No longer 
will this organization be called the Wo- 
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man’s Auxiliary; now, by action of the 
Assembly, it is to be the ‘“‘Women of 
the Church.” Miss McGaughey was 
given a rising vote of thanks for her 
leadership of this work. 

War Relief will now be called ‘‘Over- 
seas Relief,” according to the report 
presented by Homer Akers in place of 
the chairman, W. J. Millard, and 
adopted by the Assembly. The church 
was urged to support the effort to con- 
tribute one dollar and one pound of 
clothing per member during the year. 


Sabbath Report 


L. L. McCutchen, Lawton, Okla., re- 
ported on synodical records and Wm. 
Childs Robinson brought in the report 
on Sabbath. An Assembly-wide study 
of the Sabbath was authorized and leaf- 
lets on this subject were encouraged. 
It was observed that the standing com- 
mittee made no reference to a recom- 
mendation of the permanent committee 
on Sabbath which asked the Assembly 
to disapprove the so-called World Cal- 
endar. 

After the report on Thanks by Robt. 
S. Sanders, Versailles, Ky., the Assem- 
bly was ready to hear the minutes 
which had not been approved and to go 
into its concluding period of worship to 
be led by the Moderator. Mr. Glasgow 
moved that the Assembly be closed with 
a hymn and a prayer instead of the pre- 
pared service, but the Assembly was 
now in no mood to leave with unseemly 
haste and voted down the motion. 

Through the worship, singing ‘“‘Con- 
secrate me now to thy service Lord,” 
the commissioners came to the end of 
hard but interesting days at the heart 
of their church’s life. At 12:55 P. M., 
June 2, they adjourned to meet next 
May 26 at Montreat, N. C., at 7:30 P. M. 


Assembly Agencies Continue 
To Show Increased Receipts 


Benevolences received by the agencies 
of the church for two months of the 
church year, as reported through May 
31, are given as follows: 

Foreign Missions (Nashville), $156,- 
525; increase, $9,828. Received for 
Program of Progress, $84,869. 

Home Missions (Atlanta), $53,683; 
increase, $10,476. 

Christian Education and Ministerial 
Relief (Louisville), $32,490; increase, 
$7,649. 

Religious Education and Publication 
(Richmond), $8,970; increase, $4,013. 

Assembly’s Training School (Rich- 
mond), $7,291; decrease, $458. 
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I Believe in Jesus Christ 


: By DONALD G. MILLER 


“And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and 
we beheld his glory, glory as of the only begotten from the 
Father), full of grace and truth.”—John 1:14. 


HEN WE CHRISTIANS repeat, in the Apostle’s 

Creed, ‘‘I believe in Jesus Christ his only Son, our 

Lord,’’ we are not uttering a groundless super- 
stition. This affirmation is undergirded by evidence which 
makes it hard for the devout soul not to believe it. Our 
text is an expression of the evidence which one of the 
Apostles had on which to base his faith. He affirms his 
belief, and gives his reason for it. He does not make 
the thing he believes entirely reasonable; he merely states 
the reason he has for telieving it. 

Many facts are inexplicable which are nonetheless un- 
deniable. It cannot be fully explained how a combination 
of the latent life in an acorn and the life-giving qualities 
of soil, air, and water can produce a gigantic oak. The 
process may be described, but how it takes place is a mys- 
tery. Yet it cannot be denied that oaks grow from acorns. 
Again, it cannot be explained how the human mind can take 
fragments of observation and experience, and weave them 
together into intelligible thought going on from there to 
creative thought which transcends the limits of observa- 
tion and experience. But it cannot be denied that such is 
the case daily. It is impossible fully to explain what love 
is. Love that can be explained is something less than love. 
Yet it cannot be denied that love exists. 

Hence, when the Apostle John, the makers of the Apos- 
tles’ Creed, and we affirm our belief in Jesus Christ—that 
he was God come into human fiesh—that somehow he was 
at one and the same time fully God and fully man—we 
cannot explain how such a thing could be, but we have 
reason for believing it. 

One reason is that given by the Apostle—‘‘we beheld 
his glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, 
full of grace and truth.”” We have seen him, and known 
him. And in our experience with him, he has manifested a 
glory which we have seen in no one else—a glory which 
cannot be accounted for in any other way than that he 
“was the only begotten from the Father’; he was “full of 
grace and truth’’—a grace and truth which are inexplicable 
on any other ground than that he had a unique relationship 
with God. 


A Man Like Other Men 


Let us remember at the outset that this one about whom 
we are speaking, this one whose glory John beheld, this 
one who was full of grace and truth, was a man like other 
men. He was not an angel, nor a God appearing merely 
in human form. He was not a divine being who had stepped 
for the moment into a human body as a vehicle to carry 
him around, as we would step inte an automobile. He 
was fully and completely a man. He came into the stream 
of history as other men and embodied all the qualities 
that we call human. He was born into the world. He 
had a mother who tenderly watched over him and cared 
for him. He was taken to the house of worship and dedi- 
cated to God as all good Jewish children were. He spent 
his early days in some sort of a cradle, lying, kicking up 
his heels and laughing, discovering the strange new world 
of his crib as all healthy children do. He ate; he ac- 
quired strength of body; he developed in mind and spirit. 
He learned to speak the Aramaic language as other He- 
brew boys of his day did. He learned to read the ancient 
Hebrew characters as other boys learned to read them. 
He learned to pray at his mcther’s knee. He gradually 
grew familiar with the. Scriptures, and hid them in his 
mind and heart. He worked about the home at his father’s 





trade; and there are indications that his father died when 
he was young, leaving him, as the oldest child, with the 
responsibility of making the living for the rest of the 
family. 

When he began to appear in public as a messenger of 
righteousness, to proclaim tha. he was sent from God to 
reveal him to men, he was so completely a man in every 
respect that few could believe anything more than that 
about him. At his home town synagogue in Nazareth, his 
fellow-townsmen said, “‘Is not this the carpenter’s son? Is 
not his mother called Mary? and his brethren, James, and 
Joseph, and Simon, and Judas? And his sisters, are they 
not all with us?” After he fed the five thousand, the 
people said, ‘Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose 
father and mother we know? How doth he now say, I 
am come down out of heaven?’’ To them he was merely a 
fellow villager, a boyhood playmate, an obscure peasant like 
themselves. 

Throughout his career, though he worked many miracles, 
he was so natural in the doing of them that his most inti- 
mate followers never looked on him as a magician, and 
never seemed to expect him to perform wonders to de- 
liver them from life’s perils. His own family, when they 
saw him working day and night to heal the sick, instead 
of concluding that he was a god, decided that the strain 
of overwork had broken his mind. 

Yes, Jesus Christ was fully and completely a man—a man 
of a certain period in history; a man of a certain town, 
and a small one at that; a man who was a member of the 
Jewish race; a comparatively obscure man who probably 
never got much more than a hundred miles from home in 
the whole of his life. This glory John speaks of was not 
angelic glory; nor the glory of a God who merely had a 
human form; but a glory which shone from the life of a 
man who was fully and completely and really a man. 


Yet More Than Man 


But here is the wonder of the New Testament. Although 
this one was unquestionably a man, yet those who became 
intimate with him began to acquire a growing conviction 
that he was more than man. Without ever once surren- 
dering their belief that he was a man, they yet began to 
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versity he earned the M. A. and Ph. D. degrees. Dr. 
Miller was licensed to preach by the Pittsburgh Confer- 
ence of the Free Methodist Church of North America. 
From 1935 to 1937 he taught in Korea in the Pyeng- 
yang Foreign School. In 1937-38 he was a professor at 
the Biblical Seminary, New York, and next year he 
taught at Gettysburg Seminary, before his ordination in 
1939 by Baltimore (USA) Presbytery. For two years 
he was pastor of the Highland (USA) church, Street, 
Md., then assistant pastor at the Highland Park (US) 
church, Dallas, Texas, until 1943 when he joined the 
faculty of Union Seminary. He is widely in demand as 
a preacher and teacher and is the author of several 
Bible study books. 
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ascribe to him qualities that are more than human. And 
therein lies the greatest miracle of the New Testament. 
Feeding five thousand people with scant supply; healing 
withered limbs; restoring sight to the blind; raising up the 
dead—these are not the most difficult things in the New 
Testament to believe. The most unbelievable thing is this 
—that men who were fanatical monotheists; men who had 
inherited a long and stern tradition wrought out in the 
fires of persecution that there was, and could be, only one 
God; men who would have sacrificed their lives at the drop 
of a hat in loyalty to their faith that there was no God be- 
sides Jehovah—these men, without ever ceasing to believe 
that Jesus Christ was a man, began to ascribe to him 
qualities of deity. They began to attribute to him those 
characteristics which they believed to belong only to the 
Eternal God. Without any apparent sense of incongruity 
in their minds, though never ceasing to believe in one God 
nor that Jesus Christ was a man, they began to feel that 
in him they were in touch with the God of the universe; 
that the Eternal had invaded time; that the Ultimate, the 
Absolute, the Infinite was there, in a man whom they had 
seen, and touched and handled. They fell at the feet of 
this obscure Galilean peasant—this unschooled, unheralded, 
unpretentious villager, and said, ‘‘My Lord and my God.” 
This is the greatest miracle in the New Testament! 

And how did they reach this conviction? It was not 
an apparent fact which overwhelmed and dazzled them. It 
came through long and intimate association with him in 
the journey of life. Christ’s glory was not a blinding bril- 
liance which bowled them over at first glance. It came 
upon them like a dawning light that shone more and more 
unto the perfect day when they saw him at last as their 
God. Their final conviction was the fruit of close fel- 
lowship; the settled certainty of a discovery made when 
walking with him in the drab avenues of common life. 
This life intimacy with him is the only way to discover 
that he is more than man. For he is so natural, that one 
cannot see his deity at a glance. 


As One Who Serves 


A few years ago, a student arrived for the first time 
late one evening at a leading theological seminary. In 
response to the ringing of the bell, a slighty built man 
appeared at the door in his shirt sleeves, picked up the 
student’s bags and showed him to his room. The student 
thought he was the caretaker whose lowly business it was 
to serve such exalted persons as seminary Juniors. He had 
not been there long, however, before he discovered the 
man to be the president of the seminary, widely known for 
his scholarship and leadership in the church. The great- 
ness of the man was not apparent in this first meeting 
with him; but when the student began to live under his 
guidance and in his fellowship, the wonder and power of 
the man’s life were seen. 

So it is with Jesus. At some point in life we may stand 
before a closed door opening into new experiences. A 
stranger meets us at the door, silently picks up our bags 
and walks on. We think little of him at first. But before 
long we notice something about his bearing and manner 
that we have never seen before, and a strange glory begins 
to transform his stature. Or we may be trudging down 
the weary road of life with burdens that crush our spirits 
and threaten to be our undoing. Then a stranger meets us 
and says, “Let me help you carry your burden. Rest part 
of it over on my shoulder, and let us walk together.” And 
lo, the way becomes strangely luminous, and life begins 
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to take on a new cast. Or there may be times when 
heart-break has buried us, and we are caught under the 
weight of crushing sorrow from which it seems we can 
never be extricated. But this stranger finds us, sits down 
at our side, and says, “Tell me all about it. Let me share 
the secret of your sorrow. Let my heart beat itself out 
with yours through this tragedy.” And in some strange 
way hope comes again, and “the night shineth as the day.” 
He may meet us as only a man, but as he enters into life’s 
deepest experiences with us he becomes more than man. 
As we become intimate with him we, too, begin to have a 
growing conviction that in him God has come close to us; 
that the Universe has smiled on us; and that we have found 
Life at last. As Lew Wallace has Ben Hur say to a young 
Roman about Christ, “I have seen him under all circum- 
stances said to be trials and tests of man; while I am cer- 
tain he is a man as I am, not less certain am I that he is 
something more.” 


He Does What Man Cannot 


In our moments of dark despair to whom can we turn 
for ‘the help we need? Is there any mere man who can 
part the clouds and let in a ray of light? Is any man 
able to restore our self-respect or help us to look up into 
the face of God again unfraid? Oh, there is some measure 
of psychological relief which comes through confessing a 
thing and getting it out into the open. But is that measure 
of relief sufficient to set life right again? Does it hold 
the answer to our need and convince us that our past need 
not haunt us at all—that for time and eternity we can 
be free from the unworthiness of all our yesterdays? Per- 
haps only he who has trod the way about which we have 
been speaking knows that it doesn’t! No mere man can 
wipe clean the slate of all our yesterdays, and cleanse 
away the stain of a thousand crimson wrongs. But this 
man can! Untold millions have been touched by the power 
of his forgiveness and have felt that the indelible stains 
of past unworthiness have been cleansed. Countless mul- 
titudes have brought the broken pieces of a wrecked life 
to him, and he has made them whole. What is the history 
of the Christian Church at its best but the procession of a 
‘multitude whom no man can number” bowing at the feet 
of this man to hear him say ‘“‘Thy sins are forgiven thee.’ 
*‘Neither do I condemn thee: go thy way; from henceforth 
sin no more.” He is man, yes. But he is something more! 

In Sidney Lanier’s great poem ‘‘The Crystal” he calls 
the roll of the world’s great worthies and lists their vir- 
tues. But each one has some defect. 


“None 
With total luster blazeth, no, not one 
But hath some heinous freckle of the flesh 
Upon his shining cheek.” 


But what of Jesus? Man though he is, is he to be 
classed with the rest as just another great man? No. He 
stands by himself on a peak of moral perfection which 
reveals him to us as divine. He is man, for he wrought 
out his moral perfection in the realm of our experience. But 
he transcends that experience and stands alone, forever 
beyond us, as the Son of God. 


“But thee, but thee, O sovereign Seer of time, 
But thee, O poet’s Poet, Wisdom’s Tongue, 

But thee, O man’s best Man, O love’s best Love, 
O perfect life in perfect labor writ, 

O all man’s Comrade, Servant, King, or Priest,— 
What if or yet, what mole, what flaw, what lapse, 
What least defect or shadow of defect, 

What rumor tattled by an enemy, 

Of inference loose, what lack of grace, 

Even in torture’s grasp, or sleep’s, or death’s— 
Oh, what amiss may I forgive in thee, 

Jesus, good Paragon, thou Crystal Christ?” 


We have beheld his glory, glory as of the only begotten 
from the Father, full of grace and truth. We have beheld 
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face 
of Jesus Christ. Lord, we believe! Help thou our un- 
belief! 
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For More Presbyterian Cooperation 


terian Church in the United States 

has commissioned me fraternal 
delegate to this General Assembly. I 
count it a high honor and privilege to 
address you today. I bear the cordial 
greeting of your sister church in the 
Southland, which with its more than 
600,000 communicants is carrying for- 
ward an aggressive ministry at home 
and in mission fields abroad. 


We rejoice with you in your fine 
achievement in connection with the 
Restoration Fund, and the thrilling New 
Life Movement. Tidings have come to 
us of the large number of persons re- 
ceived into your membership, very many 
of them on profession of their faith in 
our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Our Southern Church is just now in 
the midst of a five-year Program of Pro- 
gress. 

Especially happy am [I to serve as fra- 
ternal delegate at this time when fuller 
cooperation between our churches and 
possible reunion of them is foremost in 
the thought of both Assemblies. 

Let me at once assure you that while 
there is division of opinion in the South- 
ern Church relative to reunion of our 
General Assemblies at this time, there 
is a unanimous desire for closer and yet 
closer cooperation with your great 
church, We pray God’s continued and 
increased blessing upon your work. 


T HE MODERATOR of the Presby- 


Effective Cooperation Essential 


Operation is the larger and more sig- 
nificant part of cooperation, and we may 
well rejoice over the indisputable fact 
that both of our churches are making 
marked progress. Whatever be the de- 
cision relative to reunion in the near 
future, effective cooperation between 
cur two bodies, each aggressively and 
successfully busy in its work, will 
greatly advance Christ’s Kingdom. 

When one follows the stream of Pres- 
byterianism in these United States he 
recognizes that division and reunion 
have had a large place, After these 
many divisions and reunions our two 
great churches constitute the main 
stream of Presbyterianism, and happily 
now a Plan for Reunion is being pre- 
sented to our General Assemblies. 

In this hour when some political 
leaders, Norto and South, are speaking 
bitter words, arraigning section against 
section, it is all.the more imperative 
that our churches be united. In such 
union, provided it be in spirit and not 
merely in name, the nation that we 


*Dr. Ogden, pastor of the Napoleon 
Avenue Church, New Orleans, is chair- 
man of the Presbyterian, US, committee 
on Cooperation and Union. His message 
was sent to the 160th General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church, USA, in 
Seattle, Wash. 


By DUNBAR H. OGDEN* 
= 


unitedly love will be greatly strength- 
ened. 

Especially significant is this move- 
ment to the almost one half million of 
our members (USA and US) who live in 
the border territory under over-lapping 
presbyteries and synods. 

It is gratifying to know that other 
Presbyterian and Reformed groups are 
in conference with a similar objective in 
view. 


To your General Assembly and to ours 
is now being presented a Plan for Re- 
union, with recommendation that it be 
placed upon the respective dockets of 
the 1949 General Assemblies. In this 





DUNBAR H. OGDEN 
No prophecy of times or seasons . 


way, for a period of time, each church 
will have before it the revised plan, 
prior to action upon it by any judica- 
a 

The doctrinal standards of our two 
churches, one and the same, constitute 
the foundation of the plan. The ordina- 
tion vows are those used by the Presby- 
terian Church throughout the centuries. 

In the matter of government, powers 
have been given to the synods somewhat 
larger than at present in your church 
and very much greater than in ours. It 
is intended that local self-government 
be vested in the synods to as great an 
extent as is compatable with a Presby- 
terian system. 

In all of our discussions we of the 
South have made it plain that regional 
administration of the General Assem- 
bly’s work is of vital importance. This 
does not mean sectionalism. In a church 
so vast in area and divergent in local 
conditions, decentralization of adminis- 
tration seems to us essential. To meet 
this desire on our part and to the more 


fully develop similar provisions now 
existent in your church, some eight ad- 
ministrative regions are to be estab- 
lished, each with offices and a council 
whose members are to be chosen by the 
synods embraced in the given region. 
While the general policies in the As- 
sembly’s work are to be formulated by 
executive boards of the General Assem- 
bly, adaptation of them to various re- 
gions is to be made by the regional 
councils, 

Inevitably in the union of two great 
churches problems must be_ solved 
through a measure of mutual conces- 
sion and re-adjustment. Especially is 
this true when the membership of one 
body is so much larger than that of the 
other, and when there exist special con- 
ditions in the one that to the same ex- 
tent are not found in the other. 

We believe the plan to be so framed 
as that by it, through the guidance of 
the Divine Spirit we may enter into a 
God-honoring reunion. We are confi- 
dent that its doctrinal, governmental 
and administrative provisions contain 
all necessary re-adjustments and pro- 
vide fully for the solving of any problem 
that may arise in the future, 


Unity Underlies Union 


Unity is more important than union. 
When our churches reunite they should 
not do so merely upon the letter of a 
formulated plan but in a spirit that will 
make the provision of that plan happily 
effective. Unless, on both sides, we ap- 
prove the plan both in letter and in 
spirit it were better not to attempt 
organic union at this time. However, 
we are convinced that in both churches 
there is, on the part of the vast ma- 
jority, a will toward oneness of our 
Presbyterian forces... . 

Concerning times and seasons I make 
no prophecy, ‘but whether our reunion 
be in three or five or ten years I am 
confident that the tides of God are 
steadily moving our two great com- 
munions and all the Presbyterian and 
Reformed Churches of America toward 
each other. 

In conclusion, I would share with you 
an action taken by our General Assem- 
bly when, at the time of its erection, our 
permanent committee was instructed ‘‘to 
explore the possibilties of cooperation or 
union with other Presbyterian bodies, 
and to report each year its progress to 
the General Assembly.” This instruc- 
tion has been repeated again and again, 
even more definite language being used 
by one Assembly, “‘to explore in search 
of suitable ways and means of bringing 
into one body all the branches of our 
Presbyterian family.” 

Surely this directive is well pleasing 
to our Master who on the eve of his 
crucifixion prayed that his followers 
might be so united as effectively to in- 
fluence the world to believe on him. 
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EDITORIAL 


A Great Assembly 


Among those who have attended many 
General Assemblies it was the con- 
census that the recent meeting in At- 
lanta was one of the ablést our church 
has ever known; in fact, some put it at 
the very top. 





Every Assembly has a number of ca- 
pable leaders in it, but this year there 
was such a concentration that no one 
could overlook it. 

Did these exceptional leaders make 
the most of their opportunity? Most of 
us are further agreed that they did. The 
work of committees went ahead with 
high efficiency, the debates were, for the 
most part, informed and centered on im- 
portant matters, and the decisions 
reached were of such a quality as to in- 
spire our people to greater and more 
sacrificial efforts. 

The moderator chosen by the Assem- 
bly is usually an able presiding officer. 
Dr. Fulton was _ exceptionally dis- 
tinguished in this regard. Commis- 
sioners held him in high regard and at 
no point was a ruling appealed. 

The spirit of the Assembly wasein- 
spiring. Through it all men could feel 


the throbbing life of our church as it 
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sets itself to meet tremendous needs in 
turbulent days. Whatever handicaps 
might be in the way, these men were 
sure they must be overcome in order to 
measure up to our evangelistic oppor- 
tunity, the challenge of the Program of 
Progress, the wide-open door offered by 
radio and television, the urgent demands 
of world missions—and they were will- 
ing to do this in terms of cash as ex- 
pressed in a constantly enlarging be- 
nevolence budget—$4,000,000. 

On controversial issues the Assem- 
bly’s spirit, again, was all that could 
have been asked. Though there were 
deep differences of opinion, men ex- 
ercised the utmost restraint and kept, 
with an almost perfect record, to issues 
rather than personalities. On the ques- 
tion of reunion, as discussed in another 
editorial, the unanimous action and 
even the prospect of a larger union of 
American : Presbyterianism than has 
been discussed, brought a new solemnity 
to this whole area of discussion. Men 
feel that God is surely manifesting him- 
self in it. 

The First church of Atlanta, with a 
tremendous entertainment task, contri- 
buted much to the Assembly’s delibera- 
tions, providing every facility that could 
be imagined for a busy week of sus- 
tained activity. 

After some Assemblies have ad- 
journed, some men have felt depressed 
and almost at the point of despair; but 
not this year. Every man can find his 
faith renewed, his courage greater. For 
our church, better days are ahead than 
we have ever known, Let us press man- 
fully—and faithfully—toward them. 


We Cooperate 


The well-established place of South- 
ern Presbyterians alongside our sister 
denominations is, or ought to be, every- 
where recognized. There can be no 
shadow of doubt as to the fact that our 
people, whether at the grass-roots, or 
through their representatives in their 
highest court, are overwhelmingly for 
our wholehearted cooperation, as ex- 
pressed in the Federal Council of 
Churches, the World Council, and the 
rest. 

One interesting coincidence regards 
the 62-24 vote cast by presbyteries and 
the 274-108 vote of commissioners to 
the Assembly. Only .3% separated 
them. Presbyteries voted for the coun- 
cil by 71.4%; the Assembly voted 
71.7%. 

Many people deserve our thanks, and 
the thanks of the entire church, for 
their good work in seeing to it that the 
facts about the Council were made 
known to our people during the year. 
There is Thomas Kay Young of Memphis 
and his associates who last summer set 
themselves to make these facts known 
in every presbytery. There are men and 
women who were deeply committed to 
Christian cooperation in local churches 
and in presbyteries who set themselves 
to make a strong witness in the face of 
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challenging opposition. Dr. Lingle, in 
the Christian Observer, and the Ob- 
server’s editors made it clear that they 
stood solidly for our participation in the 
Council. And perhaps most of all, our 
strong, well-known, able men _ stood 
publicly and steadfastly for this great 
issue. They did not hesitate to let 
everyone know how they felt about this 
crucial matter. As the Assembly came 
and the debate was begun, members of 
that Assembly could not escape the im- 
pression of the tremendous strength 
which these men possessed as they pre- 
sented the challenge to our cooperation. 
The Assembly could not close its eyes 
to the stature of those who were lead- 
ing us to a united witness in our sadly 
divided world. 

In spite of unfortunate accompani- 
ments which have from time to time 
been observed in this discussion, in spite 
of-the bitterness which has sometimes 
been displayed (none of which, we are 
happy to say, was manifest in the recent 
Assembly), some magnificent results 
have been achieved. On every level, our 
people now see more clearly than they 
have ever seen, the compelling demands 
upon us to work with our Christian 
brethren in the great Protestant denomi- 
nations of our country. 


On Presbyterian Reunion 


No action taken by the recent Assem- 
bly demonstrated more genuine unity 
of purpose than the vote on Presbyte- 
vian reunion. With one voice, the As- 
sembly asked that the plan be com- 
pleted and provided for all who desire 
it, but that no vote be taken on the ques- 
tion for the next five years; meanwhile, 
the permanent committee wili cortinue 


its activities through “exploring ave- . 


nues of acquaintance and cooperation.” 

To suppose that this was a “victory 
for opponents of union,” as uninformed 
writers for some wire services termed 
it, is utterly to disregard the facts. Op- 
ponents of union conceded on the floor 
of the Assembly that those favoring the 
question could have given it a favorable 
vote there. Furthermore, the vote was 
unanimous in an Assembly which was 
overwhelmingly pro-union. If superfi- 
cial observers find it difficult to under- 
stand this step, they need only to re- 
view the course of developments in re- 
cent years. Readers of these columns 
have kept this trend constantly in view; 
they will not be surprised at our unre- 
strained enthusiasm for the course 
which has been unanimously approved. 
Hearty supporters of-reunion have been 
asking for something like this for a 
long while. For a hurried review of 
the facts, note the following: 

1. In our January 21, 1948 issue an 
open letter called upon our permanent 
committee on Cooperation and Union to 
enter into an eight-point program of 
acquaintance and cooperation, because 
‘“‘we feel it is fundamental to any fu- 
ture relationship either of Christian fel- 
lowship and cooperation or of reunion. 
We are urging it because we need to 
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know USA Presbyterians better and 
they need to know us; we need to have 
opportunities to work alongside each 
other. No one, even opponents 
of reunion, according to their published 
statements, will object to such oppor- 
tunities of Christian fellowship and co- 
peration. . . .” 


2. In our issue of May 13, 1946, in an 
editorial, ‘‘Toward Presbyterian Re- 
union,” the following program was sug- 
gested: (1) That the Committee on Co- 
operation and Union continue to per- 
fect the plan until all reasonable objec-- 
tions have been met, and until it is 
ready for final submission to the church. 
(2) That this completed plah then be 
held in temporary abeyance until the 
church generally . . realizes that the 
time has come for its actual presenta- 
tion and adoption. (3) That during this 
period the Committee on Cooperation 
and Union seek in every possible way 
to promote understanding and fellow- 
ship between the two great branches of 
the Presbyterian family and suggest 
and promote practicable methods of co- 
operation in every appropriate area of 
our church’s life. . . . If Northern and 
Southern Presbyterians are the same 
sort of folk, as those who favor reunion 
believe, then through closer coopera- 
tion and fellowship it will become ap- 
parent to all; if we are not the same 
sort of folk, as those who oppose re- 
union assume, then our closer associa- 
tion will make it clear. Meanwhile we 
shall have done what we could to ad- 
vance the Kingdom by our combined re- 
sources and using them to the best ad- 
vantage.”’ In response to that appeal, 
the supporting statements of a large 
number of the church’s outstanding 
leaders from one end of the Assembly 
to the other were published May 20, 
27, etc. 


3. The 1946 Assembly adopted, with 
only a few opposing votes, this resolu- 
tion which was presented by Wallace 
M. Alston and approved by the standing 
committee on Foreign Relations: 


“Recognizing the importance of 
closer acquaintance between the minis- 
ters and members of the Presbyterian 
Churches of our country, the General 
Assembly takes the following action: 


“1. We recommend that in those 
synods and presbyteries where there is 
considerable overlapping with other 
Presbyterian bodies, occasional joint 
meetings of the church courts be held, 
in which ‘the business sessions shall be 
separate while the- devotional and in- 
spirational services shall be united. 

“2. We recommend that in our synods 
and presbyteries where there is not 
large overlapping, there be an exchange 
of inspirational speakers with other 
Presbyterian bodies. 

“3. We recommend that in a similar 
manner there be exchanges of ministers 
from time to .time in our larger 
churches. 

“4. The General Assembly authorizes 
and instructs its Permanent Committee 
on Cooperation and Union to inquire 
into the possibility of holding, in a 
given community, as soon as may be 
practicable, simultaneous meetings of 
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the General Assembly of the Presbyte- 
rian Church, US, and the General As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian Church, 
USA, in which there would be joint de- 
votional and inspirational services. 
“5. The Assembly further instructs 
its Permanent Committee on Coopera- 
tion and Union to encourage and recom- 
mend other appropriate methods by 
which a greater measure of fellowship 
and understanding among American 
Presbyterians may be achieved.’’ 


4. This year, in our March 1 discus- 
sion, the same idea was advanced, with 
the suggestion that the plan, when com- 
pleted, be docketed by the Assembly. 
The purpose in mind was that, as Dr. 
McCain expressed it in the recent As- 
sembly, it could be carried along from 
year to year as needed, depending upon 
the progress of efforts in cooperation. 
“By the progress which is made by 
1949, the Assembly can decide if the is- 
sues are so thoroughly understood by 
our membership at large as to make 
submission of the question the natural 
next step. If they are not, then the pro- 
gram of acquaintance and cooperation 
must be continued.” 

5. In our May 17 issue we reported 
the favorable vote on a question which 
we had put to a group of ministers and 
elders as we asked, ‘“‘Would you favor 
a period of acquaintance and coopera- 





tion between Presbyterians US and USA 
before, the vote on Reunion is actually 
taken?’’ They replied, Yes, 27; No, 4. 


Now, with the completion of the plan 
looming before us, and with the insis- 
tence of men like Dr. G. T. Gillespie 
that we look forward in these years to 
a union of all American Presbyterians, 
and with the unanimous endorsement 
of the General Assembly of 1948, the 
Permanent Committee on Cooperation 
and Union has the high responsibility 
of seeking to implement this program. 
There are the five points outlined in 
1946 and there are many other good 
measures which will make for “ac- 
quaintance and cooperation” between 
the various groups of American Pres- 
byterians. 


In our judgment, nothing can lead us 
more surely or more rapidly to the goal 
which we all seek than this full-scale 
undertaking in acquaintance and coop- 
eration. Every agency and unit of our 
church’s life will doubtless welcome 
this united action on the part of our 
Assembly as we find ways to do, to- 
gether and more effectively, far more 
than we could ever achieve apart. And 
what is more, under this plan we can 
unitedly set ourselves to the enthusias- 
tic completion of the far-reaching goals 
in our Program of Progress. 





College Departments accredited through 


Long Session opens September 20. 


SCHREINER INSTITUTE 


A Military High School and Junior College for Boys. High School and Junior 
Southern Association. 
trolled by Southern Presbyterian Church. 

Reservations now being received. Special 
rates and separate quarters for veterans. 


THE REGISTRAR, SCHREINER INSTITUTE, Box P, Kerrville, Texas, 
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CHURCH NEWS 





Conference Season 
Opens at Massanetta 


Virginia News Letter 

With the opening of the conference 
season at Massanetta Springs, near Har- 
risonburg, indications are that all the 
facilities of this popular center will be 
taxed to capacity. Opening with the 
synod’s first young adult conference, the 
schedule for the remainder of the season 
will be ag follows: 


Virginia Music Camp, June 14-20. 

Pioneer Camp, June 21-27. 

Presbyterian Young People, June 28- 
July 4. 

Auxiliary Training School, July 5-11. 

Baptist Training Union, July 12-25. 

Baptist Assembly, July 26-Aug. 1. 

Lutheran Assembly, Aug. 2-8. 

Bible Conference, Aug, 9-22. 

Christian Endeavor Convention, Aug. 
23-27. 

Presbyterian Men’s Conference, Aug. 
27-29. 


Massanatta officers have sent out 
word about the young people’s confer- 
ence to make it clear that there is no 
limitation on the number of delegates 
from a local church or presbytery. 


Weekday Education Program 
Continues Along Former Lines 


Theocore F. Adams of the First Bap- 
tist Church, Richmond, in an address 
before the Dover Baptist Association, 
declared that the church must measure 
up to its increased responsibility in_re- 
ligious education in view of the recent 
Supreme Court decision in the Cham- 
paign, Ill., case. While there is some 
difference of opinion as to how the de- 
cision will affect the program in Vir- 
ginia, most communities are continuing 
with their programs unchanged. A rul- 
ing from the office of the Attorney Gen- 
eral indicated that this should be done. 
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Hampden-Sydney Graduates 51 
At Its 172nd Commencement 


Fifty-one students were graduated at 
Hampden-Sydney’s 172nd commence- 
ment. Special awards went to Frank S. 
Rennie, III, Richmond, for the best work 
on the campus in constructive leader- 
ship; Maxwell V. Perrow, Charleston, 
W. Va., for the greatest improvement 
in public speaking; Lewis H. Lancaster, 
Chinkiang, China, the Algernon Sydney 
Sullivan medallion for “excellence of 
character and generous service to his 
fellows” and a like award to the pastor 
of the Farmville, Va., church, Philip A. 
Roberts; George J. Kostel, Clifton 
Forge, Va., the Gammon Cup for ‘‘pos- 
sessing a combination of character, 
scholarship and athletic ability’; Ben- 
jamin Reed, Burlington, W. Va., for the 
most outstanding work in physics; 
Frank §. Blanton, Farmville, the vale- 
dictorian, the Garland prize for exhibit- 
ing the best college spirit; Thomas W. 
Foley, Mt. Clinton, Va., the Stone music 
prize. 


Paul Montgomery Leads Program of 
Progress in East Hanover Presbytery 

With full-scale goals set to be reached 
by or before next December 12, and with 
Paul M. Montgomery employed as direc- 
tor of the effort, East Hanover Presby- 
tery is seeking to measure up to Pro- 
gram of Progress obligations and op- 
portunities in a thorough-going cam- 
paign. First emphasis was on evangel- 
ism; then June and July are being de- 
voted to stewardship, with August 
through November set for attainment of 
the financial goals. 


Miscellany 

Another fine school of church music 
is being offered under the leadership of 
James R. Sydnor at the Assembly’s 
Training School, July 29-August 12.... 
Lexington Presbytery has raised $4,500 
as a challenge fund in improving manses 
and educational buildings. . .. More 
than 400 attended this presbytery’s re- 
cent Sunday school institute, long a fea- 
ture of its spring program. . . .Winches- 
ter Presbytery reports that 18 of its 59 
churches are vacant. .. . Lexington Pres- 
bytery’s membership went beyond 16,- 
000 this year, allowing two additional 
commissioners to the Assembly; Mont- 
gomery Presbytery reports a similar in- 
crease. .. . Westminster church in Rich- 
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Your Executor 


You may select a friend or rela- 
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OR 


You may employ our Trust De- 
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will be the same. 


STATE-PLANTERS 
Bank and Trast Company 


RICHMOND 
Established 1865 


Member Federal Deposit 


Insurance Company. 





THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 





_ & _ CONTRACT DEPT. 

_ Specializing in 
floor coverings for 
institutions of all types. 
Write Dept. 98 for details 





Davis and Elkins College 


Elkins, West Virginia 


A four-year college -for men and 
women. 

Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. 
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Personal interest in the individual 
student. 
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mate; modern buildings; excellent 
equipment. 
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Christian men and women. 

A good place for an investment. 
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mond is planning to build near the 
Thomas Jefferson high school. Limited 
tenure for elders and deacons was re- 
cently voted by this congregation. ... 
Second church, Newport News, has voted 
to move to a new location and build. ... 
The ‘Ivy Room” of the Winchester 
church is a popular gathering place for 
the city’s teen-agers. Attendance runs 
from 40 to 150. The young people op- 
erate the canteen. It has become a great 
institution in the life of Winchester. 

BERNARD BAIN. 

Lynchburg. 


MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

Allen H. Craft, New Iberia, La., will 
become assistant pastor of the First 
church, Shreveport, La., beginning his 
work sometime in July. 

W. A. Pate, Jonesboro, N. C., will be- 
gin his new work as pastor of the Third 
church, Richmond, Va., July 1. 

William Bobo, from University Miss., 
to 148 School St., Clarksdale, Miss. 

William L. Hiemstra from Water 
Valley, Miss., to 167 N. 7th St., Patter- 
son, N. J. 

James H. Caligan, Miami, Fla., has 
resigned as pastor of the St. John’s 
church effective this summer, in order 
to engage in graduate studies at Union 
Seminary in Virginia. 








CANADIAN MODERATOR 


C. Ritchie Bell, 43, pastor of McVicar 
Memorial church, Montreal, is the 
youngest man ever to hold the office of 
moderator of the Presbyterian Church 
in Canada. 


HONORARY DEGREES 


Ben R. Lacy, Jr., president of Union 
Seminary, was made a Doctor of Laws 
by the University of North Carolina at 
the recent commencement. 

John Morrison, Decatur, Ga., and 
Marshall W. Doggett, Williamson, W. 
Va., were made Doctors of Divinity at 
the recent commencement of King Col- 
lege, 

Thomas M. Barbee, Mexico, Mo., re- 
ceived the Doctor of Divinity degree 
from Westminster College at the recent 
commencement. 





Commonwealth 


Car Cleaners’ Inc. 


MINUTE 
CAR WASH 


320 WEST MAIN STREET 
RICHMOND, VA. 
GAS, OIL, LUBRICATION, 
POLISHING, ACCESSORIES 














JU) 


ese «¢- © we eS & CO oF 


i i eal el i i | a 








he 
ed 
ed 
er 
ns 


p= 
at 








JUNE 21, 1948 


BIBLE STUDY 





THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


From Malachi to Christ 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR JUNE 27 


Malachi $:1-5; 4:1, 2, 5, 6; Luke 1:76-79 


Religious Developments 


Old Testament history closes, as we 
have seen, with the return of a number 
of the Jews to Jerusalem, with the re- 
building of the walls of the city and the 
renewal of the covenant with Jehovah 
under the combined influence of Ezra 
and Nehemiah. In the original cove- 
nant, made with Jehovah at Sinai, the 
Israelites pledged themselves to obey 
the law of God as embodied in the Ten 
Commandments. In this final covenant 
they pledged themselves to obey the law 
cf God as revealed in the five books of 
Moses, commonly referred to as the 
Law. Hitherto they had depended on 
prophet or priest to reveal or interpret 
the Word of God, now increasingly they 
became the people of the Book. 


The temple, in care of the priests, re- 
mained the formal center of their relig- 
ious life, but the real source of religious 
vitality was the synagogue, where the 
people assembled every Sabbath to hear 
the Law read and expounded by pro- 
fessional students—the scribes. 

About two hundred years after the 
adoption of the Law, a second collection 
of books, including most of the histori- 
cal and prophetical books of the Old 
Covenant, known collectively as the 
Prophets, were added to the canon of 
sacred writings. For many years the 
Jewish scriptures were known as the 
Law and the Prophets. Jesus referred 
to them by that name (Mt. 11:13; 
22:40; Lk. 16:16), even though in his 
day a third collection known as the 
“Writings” was associated with the first 
two divisions. This last collection (in- 
cluding Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, 
Job, Song of Songs, Ruth, Lamentations, 
lst and 2nd Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, 
Esther, and Daniel) was not officially 
designated as Scripture however until 
the Council of Jamnia, which convened 
about A. D. 90. 

Two other bodies of literature arose 
during this period, neither of which is 
included in our Old Testament. The 
first of these is known as the Apocrypha, 
sixteen books, Which were included in 
the Septuagint, the Greek translation of 
the Old Testament. The Roman Catho- 
lic Church accepts these books as a part 
of the Old Testament canon; Protestants 
reject them because they were never in 
the Hebrew canon. The other body of 


literature is the apocalyptic, books writ- 
ten in times of great suffering, intended 
to comfort men in their trouble and 
foretell the ultimate victory of God’s 
These books are filled with 


saints. 





visions and vivid imagery, whose mes- 
sage is incomprehensible to the un- 
itiated. Daniel and Revelation are 
books of this character which found 
their way into the Canon. 


Political Developments 


Important political developments par- 
paralleled these religious developments. 
A hundred years after the Jews return 
from exile, the Persian empire was de- 
stroyed, and Palestine incorporated into 
the Empire of Alexander the Great. 
After Alexander’s death his conquests 
were divided among his leading gen-. 
erals, Palestine was subject for some 
time to the Ptolemies in Egypt and then 
in 198 B. C. to Antiochus Epiphanes of 
Syria. The attempt of Antiochus to de- 
stroy the Jewish religion and to force 
them to accept Greek culture led to the 
great Maccabean revolt. The book of 
Daniel was written during this fierce 
struggle, to arouse the religious fervor 
of the Jews. For a hundred years they 
maintained their independence and then 
in 63 B. C. fell a victim to the Romans. 
The Romans appointed Herod (an 
Edomite) King of the Jews in 37 B. C., 
and it was in his reign that Jesus was 
born. The Jews at this time were a 
subject people, filled with bitterness and 
resentment, and longing eagerly for de- 
liverance. 


The Four Parties 


Under these circumstances four 
parties had arisen. 

One party was that of the Zealots. 
They were an armed revolutionary band, 
relying on the dagger and the sword, 
waiting for the proper moment to strike 
against Rome. They appealed especially 
to young men who craved action and to 
the common people, artisans and peas- 
ants, who had little to lose but their 
lives. Their influence continued to in- 
crease until finally in A. D. 66 they in- 
stigated the revolt against Rome, which 
ended as Jesus had predicted, in the de- 
struction of Jerusalem and the collapse 
of the Jewish nation. 

At the opposite pole from the Zealots 
were the Essenes. They were quitests, 
ascetics, who refrained from marriage 
and withdrew from the ordinary life of 
the community. Many formed commu- 
nities: of their own in the wilderness. 
They lived lives that were personally 
irreproachable, but did nothing to solve 
the pressing problems of the day. 

The third group differed considerably 
from the other two. They were con- 
cerned primarily with their own ma- 


13 


terial advancement, ‘“Quislings,’’ who 
accepted the Roman yoke as inevitable 
and made terms personally advantage- 
ous to themselves with the conquerors. 
In the North, in Galilee, under the reign 
of Herod Antipas, successor to Herod 
the Great, members of this group be- 
came known as Herodians. In the 
South, in Judea, which came to be ruled 
by Roman governors, representatives of 
this point of view, were the Sadducees. 
They were the priestly aristocrats, the 
political and economic rulers of the peo- 
ple, who accepted the Roman authority 
to maintain their wealth and their 
power. Herodians and Sadducees 
differed in many things but were agreed 
in their determination to maintain the 
status quo which worked to their own 
advantage. Both were quick to oppose 
any man or any movement which 
threatened in any way their privileged 
position under the Romans. 

The fourth party was that of the 
Pharisees, whose influence was spread 
through the synagogue by the teachings 
of the scribes. They were ardent na- 
tionalists, and bitterly opposed to the 
Roman rule, but rejected the violent 
measures of the Zealots. They set their 
hopes on God, and said, ‘‘If we keep the 
law given to us by Moses and the tradi- 
tions of our fathers, then and only then 
will God intervene from heaven, punish 
our enemies and establish his kingdom.” 
We cannot understand the insistence of 
the Pharisees on every detail of the law, 
their scorn of the common people who 
were unable or unwilling to observe the 
multitude of its exactions, their bitter 
opposition to Jesus for disregarding the 
traditions of the fathers, unless we keep 
this fact in mind, that obedience to the 
law in all of its details was necessary 
in order that the Jews might preserve 
their racial identity and also that the 
way might be prepared for God’s inter- 
vention to deliver his chosen people and 
to establish his reign among men. 





The Common Hope 


To understand the ministry of Jesus 
we need to keep in mind not only these 
four groups with their different pro- 
grams but also the common people and 


. their eager expectancy for the future. 


The hopes of the populace centered 
about the Kingdom of God and the com- 
ing of the Messiah, 

To the Jews the Kingdom of God 
meant the reign of God on earth. It in- 
cluded also the blessings which individ- 
uals and society would enjoy when the 
reign of God became a fact. These 
blessings fell into at least five different 
categories: (1) Political—the Jews 
would be freed from the might of Rome 
and the Empire ofe David would be re- 
established; (2) economic—the fields 
would bring forth plentifully and there 
would be abundance of food for all; (3) 
social—justice would be established in 
the nation and the strong would no 
longer take advantage of the weak; (4) 
international—nations would beat their 
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swords into plowshares and wars would 


be no more; (5) religious—God would 
write his law upon the hearts of men 
and they would all know God from the 
least even unto the greatest. 

Some in Jesus’ day emphasized cer- 
tain of these blessings more than 
others; but all singly or together played 
their part in the common hope, and 
must be taken into account if we would 
understand the message which he 
brought, 

The Jews agreed that this new society 
would be established only with the ad- 
vent of the Messiah—a leader especially 
anointed and equipped by God for this 
purpose. Some, particularly in Galilee, 
where the influence of the Zealots was 
strong, expected this Messiah to be a 
military and political leader, especially 
equipped by God for the work of deliver- 
ance through the sword, Others, particu- 
larly in Judea, where the influence of the 
Pharisees was dominant, expected the 
Messiah to be a pure heavenly being, 
whom God would send supernaturally in 
due time, one like the Son of Man, whom 
Daniel had predicted would come riding 
on the clouds of heaven. Our two Scrip- 
ture passages reflect the view of the 
more spiritually minded in Israel. 


Malachi: God’s Messenger 


Malachi wrote about 70 years after 
the first Jewish colonists had returned 
to the land, a few years before the re- 
forms of Ezra and Nehemiah. The peo- 
ple as a whole were discouraged; many 
were openly cynical. It seemed to them 
as they looked out upon the world that 
God actually favored and prospered the 
rich. 

Malachi pointed out that in due time 
God would send his messenger to pre- 
pare the way for his coming and that 
this messenger would be followed by the 
Lord himself. When he came however 
only the purest would be able to stand 
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his searching test, for he would come to 
cleanse in a purifying judgment, like the 
fire which separates the base metal from 
the true, or the strong soap which 
cleanses the garment from its filth, The 
judgment, Malachi declared, would fall 
first upon the priests as the most highly 
privileged, the most responsible, and 
therefore the most guilty. When the 
judgment had done its work upon them, 
then their offerings would be accepted 
as in the days of old. But it would also 
fall upon the people as a whole. Here, 
then, is the first part of Malachi’s an- 
swer to the men of his day who doubted 
the justice of God—Justice is not dis- 
pensed in all of its fulness now, but it 
will be dispensed in God’s own time, 


But some evidently feared that they 
would be overlooked or forgotten in the 
day when God would make his justice 
known to all men. Malachi comforted 
them by ‘‘assuring them that they were 
not forgotten; a book of remembrance 
was being written, that is, a book in 
which their names were recorded which 
would keep Jehovah in mind of them 
(3:16). In the day of judgment they 
would not only be spared, but they 
would be Jehovah’s peculiar treasure, 
especially guarded and especially dear 
(17); they would see the difference they 
cannot discern now between the right- 
eous and the wicked (18). The differ- 
ence in destination would be infinite; 
for the wicked a fire would burn them 
up root and branch (4:1), while upon 
the righteous the sun would rise in 
whose light they would be vindicated, 
and from whose wings (i. e., rays) 
would stream healing for wounded 
hearts and perplexed minds (4:2).” 

But before this great and terrible day 
of the Lord God would send Elijah the 
prophet, and “he shall turn the heart 
of the fathers to the children and the 
heart of the children to their fathers.”’ 
Expositors differ regarding the meaning 
of this verse. The best interpretation 
seems to be that of W. H. Lowe: “The 
fathers are the ancestors of the Israel- 
itish nation, the patriarchs, and gen- 
erally the pious forefathers. The sons 
or children are the degenerate descend- 


, ants of Malachi’s own time and the suc- 


ceeding ages. The hearts of the godly 
fathers and ungodly sons art estranged 
from one another. The bond of love— 
viz., the common love of God is want- 
ing. The fathers are ashamed of their 
children and the children of their 
fathers.’”’ Malachi predicted that Elijah 
would return and reconcile the fathers 
with their sons because he would lead 
the sons to return to the faith of their 
fathers. This was the understanding of 
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Zacharias as he spoke of the mission of 
his son (Luke 1:17). The prophecy of 
Malachi began to be fulfilled when John 
the Baptist came crying, Repent ye, for 
the Kingdom of God is at hand (Mk. 
9:11ff; Mt. 11:14ff). 


Zacharias: The Dayspring from on High 


The passage from Luke gives us the 
prophecy of Zacharias, spoken after the 
birth of his son John, whom Jesus later 
said was the messenger whom Malachi 
had predicted would prepare the way for 
the coming of the Lord. 

In Luke 1:68-75 Zacharias thanks 
God for the coming Messianic deliver- 
ance. As he sees it this redemption will 
consist primarily in the deliverance of 
Israel from their enemies. No doubt he 
thought, as did other pious Jews of his 
day, of deviverance from Rome. The 
Christians of Luke’s day, however, took 
his words in a different sense. Jesus 
had widened their horizon. But Zach- 
arias was too pious a man to think that 
political deliverance was an end in it- 
self. It meant for him that Israel would 
serve God without fear in holiness and 
righteousness. For Zacharias redemp- 
tion was ultimately social redemption, 
a whole nation serving God in holiness 
and righteousness. 


The child before him in the cradle, 
Zacharias predicted, would be _ the 
prophet of the Most High. His mission 
would be twofold: (1) to go before the 
face of the Lord to make ready his 
ways; (2) to give knowledge of salva- 
tion unto his people in the remission of 
sins. Many Israelites thought that sal- 
vation meant only political deliverance 
from Rome. Pious Israelites like Zach- 
arias saw that it included social redemp- 
tion, a redeemed society, a nation per- 
meated with the ideals of holiness and 
righteousness. John would succeed in 
giving the people a clearer idea of sal- 
vation, one based on the forgiveness of 
sins. John will be able to fulfill this 
high mission only because of the tender 
mercy of God, “whereby the dayspring 
from on high shall visit us, to shine 
upon them that sit in darkness and the 
shadow of death; to guide our feet into 
the way of peace.” 


The dayspring from on high is a 
poetical expression, symbolizing either 
the morning star or else the sun. Godet 
thinks that Zacharias’ images are based 
on the following picture. A caravan 
misses its way and is lost in the desert; 
the unfortunate pilgrims, overtaken by 
night, are sitting down-in the midst of 
this fearful darkness, expecting death. 
All at once a bright star rises on the 
horizon and lights up the plain; the 
travelers, taking courage at the sight, 
arise, and by the light of this star, find 
the road which leads them to the end 
of their journey. It is an apt com- 
parison. The dayspring from on high 
has visited us; it shines upon us that sit 
in darkness; it guides our feet into the 
way of peace. 
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BOOK NOTES 


THE LAST DAYS OF HITLER. By 
H. R. Trevor-Roper. New York, the 
Macmillan Co. 248 pages with full in- 
dex. $2.75. 


Not a mere horror story by any 
means, this is the result of a careful in- 
vestigation under the direction of the 
British Intelligence Service to ascertain 
the exact truth about Hitler’s end. The 
story is appalling, fascinating, and in 
innumerable ways instructive. It is full 
of sermonic material, if you are looking 
for it. Among the many morals the 
reader will inevitably draw might be 
mentioned these few: The dream of giv- 
ing a good man power and complete 
freedom to use it (Carlyle’s proposal) 
always turns out to be a nightmare, for 
in practice the good man, once given 
absolute power, is no longer good. ... 
A man may have extraordinary personal 
magnetism, real genius, and numerous 
fine qualities, as Hitler undoubtedly had, 
and yet be a dangerous maniac... . His- 
tory is not simply an interplay of me- 
chanical, economic and other non-per- 
sonal forces, but on the contrary, indi- 
vidual personalities exert the all decisive 
pressure on events... . Totalitarianism 
always tends to destroy itself (with 
others), for dictatorship is “by defini- 
tion unconditional and inherently in- 








From the Holy Land 
OLIVE WOOD 
NEW TESTAMENT 


(King James Version) 
$6.00 


Genuine olive wood 
covers, hand carved 
and polished in 
Jerusalem. 

Here, at last, is the 
greatest of all books 
in an exquisite set- 
ting. 

A book to be treas- 
ured because of the 
sacred association 
and wonderful in- 
spiration, 





Numerous colored plates and illustra- 
tions are from scenes in Jerusalem and 
cannot be duplicated. Richly polished, 
beautifully carved covers, brown 
leather backkstrap, gold stamping, red 
under gold edges, headband and rib- 
bon marker. The Savior’s own words 
are printed in red. Print is easy to 
read. 


Packed in a special gift box. Imme- 
diate delivery. Price includes postage. 
Address: 


Bible House 


BOX 918, G. P. O. 
NEW YORK 1, N. Y. 
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efficient. .. . It is fatal for business men, 
professional men or religious leaders to 
regard politics as “irrelevant”; while 
they look the other way a Hitler may 
destroy all their world and all their 
work, 


KENNETH J. FOREMAN. 
Louisville, Ky. 


WHEN YOU’RE MARRIED. By Wil- 
liam B. Ward. John Knox Press, Rich- 
mond, Va. 38 pp., 50c. 

Written by a Southern Presbyterian 
minister, this booklet of devotions for 
newly married couples contains fifteen 
selections, beginning with a reading for 
the wedding night. Written in simple 
style it deals with those matters which 
fill the thoughts of young people just 
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entering marriage: love, home, chil- 
dren, companionship, family ties, and 
church relationship. 
BEATRICE V. (Mrs. J. H.) 
MARION. 
Richmond, Va, 








CLASSIFIED 


SIX CENTS per word and initial including 
address. Minimum: $2, cash with order. 





BOOKS 





RELIGIOUS BOOKS purchased for cash. 

We pay transportation cost. Send lst 
today or write for purchase particulars. 
Baker Book House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich- 
igan. 





BOOKBINDING 





OLD BIBLES, BOOKS rebound like new. 

Rare books restored. Magazines and all 
types of bookbinding. Fine workmanship 
at reasonable prices. Inquiries invited. 
NORRIS BOOKBINDING CO., 102 Nichols 
Ave., Greenwood, Miss. “Serving the 
South.” 





FOR SALE 





WELL CONSTRUCTED HOUSE, plastered 
walls, four bedrooms and bath upstairs, 
large living room, dining room and kitchen 
downstairs, servants quarters with bath 
under house. On N. C. Terrace at Mon- 
treat. Write John T. Roddey, Rock Hill 
National Bank Building, Rock Hill, 8S. C. 





Are You Married? Getting Married? 
SENSIBLE BOOKS JOHN KNOX PRESS 








WHEN YOU’RE MARRIED 


by William 
B. Ward 


50¢ 


This attractive booklet contains 
devotional material for the 
first fifteen days of married 
life. Each day’s devotions in- 
clude Scripture, an interpreta- 
tion, and a prayer. The 
thoughts throughout are 
adapted to the experiences on 
the honeymoon. An exceedingly 
valuable and attractive gift. 
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UNDERSTANDING MARRIAGE 


by J. M. 
Godard 
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AND FAMILY LIFE 


Just off the press! This new 
book is for young adults who 
are looking toward marriage 
and will help them to make 
wise decisions now and as they 
plan for homemaking. Older 
adults will find valuable sug- 
gestions for strengthening 
home life and giving it a new 
spiritual significance. 











PRESBYTERIAN BOOK STORES 
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1814 Main S8t., Dallas 1, Texas 














THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


Our Edueational Association 


The thirty-fourth annual meeting of the Presbyterian Educational Association of the South, 
together with the General Assembly’s Advisory Committee on Christian Education, will be 
held at Montreat, North Carolina, June 23 to 28, 1948. 


WHAT IS THIS ASSOCIATION? 


This Association is the outgrowth of the Conference of Christian Educators called by the 
Executive Committee of Christian Education and Ministerial Relief in 1913. The follow- 
ing reason was given for such a conference: 


‘‘We are convinced that the calling of the educators of our Church into con- 
ference is absolutely essential to the highest interests of this fundamental work. 


In the past there has been lack of intelligent planning and helpful cooperation in 
the conduct of this work.” 


WHAT HAS THIS ASSOCIATION DONE? 


In 1916 this Conference reported to the General Assembly: 


“After several years of faithful efforts, all the educational interests under 
the control of the Church have come together in helpful cooperation. Standards 
of efficiency have been set, campaigns of information have been started, and 
clear and adequate plans for further operations are being perfected. 

“Let no one fail to grasp the full significance of this situation. Evangelism 
and education must go hand-in-hand. For our Church to abandon these in- 
stitutions would bring most serious results. Any church that fails to provide for 
the proper training of the leaders of the future will surely prove to be a fading 
and dwindling force in the progress of the Kingdom. 

“By systematic interest, believing prayer and intelligent and well-directed 
efforts, these bulwarks of the Church may be saved, their usefulness multiplied, 
and our Church spared the humiliation of becoming a waning force in America 
and the world.”’ 


HOW HAS THIS ASSOCIATION FUNCTIONED? 


For all these years the Association and the Assembly Advisory Committee (which is com- 
posed of two members from each Synod, one connected with one of our educational institu- 
tions or student work, another not so connected, nominated by the Synods and elected by the 
General Assembly) for several days each summer have studied, planned and prayea. The 
Association forms a bond of union between the General Assembly, the Syneds, the Executive 
Committee of Christian Education, the Institutions of Higher Education and the Student 
Work of the Synods. 

A large part of each annual meeting has been devoted to the discussion of ways and means 
of making more effective the Christian atmosphere, instruction and training in all our institu- 
tions. It has ever been recognized that unless our Presbyterian schools and colleges can 
minister more effectively to the spiritual nurture of youth than independent or state institu- 
tions, they have little reason to exist. | 


WHAT IS YOUR PART IN THIS ASSOCIATION? 


The members of the Association and of the Committees are representatives of the Presby- 
terians of the South. They are dealing with institutions founded by our fathers which are 
now our own responsibility. . 

As a loyal Presbyterian you will give to this Association your sympathetic in- 
terest, your full cooperation and your liberal support. Above all else you will pray 
that God will continue to guide and defend and bless these institutions. 


Presbyterian Church in the United States 


Christian Higher Education 


WADE H. BOGGS, D. D., Secretary Wm. H. HOPPER, Treasurer 
410 Urban Building, Louisville 2, Ky. 








